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The Kootenay Three-Step Nelson Peaks The Pica

First-Place Winner Second-Place Winner
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The City of Nelson now sells pre-reviewed plans for three different laneway house designs for
$1,000 (plus GST) for laneway houses to be built in the City of Nelson. You benefit from a 
quicker application review process, a $450 development permit refund (in certain cases), and 
an award-winning design at a low cost.

The full design brief for each design can be viewed online at 
www.nelson.ca/designcompetition or in-person at the Development Services office. The 
building plans can only be viewed in-person at the Development Services office. 

As you saw on the previous page, each design offers built-in variations. A preview of each can 
be seen in the design brief online. The construction plans are adaptable to most flat and sloping
sites. At the Development Services office, you can view the pre-reviewed and ready-to-
purchase variations. Note that the plans are sold as-is: you will be responsible for any changes 
or additions that you would like to add, or modifications your site requires beyond what the 
plans
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Step-by-Step

The summary below is intended to provide an overview of the steps specific to the pre-reviewed plans
program. It is not necessarily comprehensive of all the steps required to build. More information can be
found in the Laneway House How-To Guide, the City
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9. Apply for a building permit at the Development Services office. Standard application 
fees apply (they are based on the value of construction).

10. Receive your building permit and start building!
11. Once construction is completed, your energy advisor will conduct tests to determine 

how energy-efficient your new laneway house is according to the provincial Energy Step 
Code. If your laneway house required a development permit and your home is certified 
as a Step Three home or higher, contact Development Services and the City will refund 
your $450 development permit fee. Depending on the step you reach, additional 
rebates may be available from FortisBC.

FAQ

Q: What exactly are 
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Background: How Did These Plans Come To Be?

Sample of First-Round Submissions

In February 2020, the City of Nelson announced the results of the 2019 Laneway House Design 
Competition. The competition was publicized across the country to solicit submissions of 
laneway house designs. To the City
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Sample of First-Round Submissions
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The design review panel judged submissions according to the following evaluation criteria:

1. Design: successful designs will be high-quality, attractive, and practical. Designs will fit 
as wide of a range of contexts and neighbourhoods as possible (i.e. fitting with 
contemporary and heritage primary homes alike), giving consideration to Nelson
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